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JELLISON LAW OFFICES, PLLC 
2020 North Central Avenue 
Suite 670 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004 
Telephone:  (602) 772-5520 
Facsimile:  (602) 772-5509 
E-mail:  jim@jellisonlaw.com 
 
JAMES M. JELLISON, ESQ.  #012763 
Attorney for Defendants 
 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARIZONA 
 
 

MARIA ADAME, in her individual capacity; 
CLARISA ABARCA, as parent of minor 
child; C.A., in her individual capacity, and the 
ESTATE OF DEREK ADAME, as statutory 
beneficiaries of the claim for wrongful death 
of Derek Adame, deceased, 
 
   Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 
 
CITY OF SURPRISE, SURPRISE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT, OFFICER JOSEPH 
GRUVER and OFFICER SHAUN 
MCGONIGLE, 
 
   Defendants. 
 

 Case No.:  CV-2017-3200-PHX-GMS 
 
 
 
NOTICE OF REMOVAL OF ACTION 
FROM STATE COURT 
 

 
To the Clerk of the above entitled Court: 

 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§1331, 1441 and 1446 and U.S. 

District Court Local Rule 3.6, Defendants the City of Surprise, City of Surprise Police 

Department, and City of Surprise Police Officers Gruver and McGonigle hereby notice the 

removal of the above-captioned case from the Arizona Superior Court, County of Maricopa, to 

this Court and in support thereof respectfully show:  
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1. Defendant City of Surprise received the Complaint in the state court action on or 

about August 22, 2017.  On September 7-8, 2017, undersigned counsel waived service for the 

remainder of the City of Surprise Defendants. Copies of such are attached hereto as Exhibit “A” 

and incorporated herein by reference.   

2. This Notice of Removal is being filed within thirty days after receipt of the 

Complaint, which states federal claims for the first time in the underlying state court action, and 

is timely filed under 28 U.S.C. §1446(b). 

3. The time for Defendants to answer or move with respect to the Complaint has not 

expired; Defendants have not answered or otherwise responded to the Complaint.   

4. Upon information and belief, Plaintiffs are residents of the State of Arizona. 

5. A copy of the Notice has been filed with the Clerk of the Superior Court for 

Maricopa County. 

6. This is a civil action in which Plaintiffs appear to allege causes of action pursuant 

to 42 U.S.C. §1983, Count I: Excessive Force, Count II: Supervisory Liability, Count III: 

Failure to Intervene, Count IV: Municipal Liability, and Count V: Wrongful Death. 

WHEREFORE, City of Surprise Defendants request the above-entitled action now 

pending in the Superior Court of the State of Arizona, in and for the County of Maricopa, be 

removed to this Court and that all further proceedings in this action be conducted in this Court as 

provided by law, and as a Phoenix Precinct matter pursuant to LRCiv. 77.1. 
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DATED this 20th day of September, 2017. 

JELLISON LAW OFFICES, PLLC 
 
By: s/James M. Jellison____________ 
James M. Jellison 
Attorney for Defendants 
 

I hereby certify that on September 20, 2017 
I electronically transmitted the attached document  
to the Clerk’s Office using the  
CM/ECF System for filing. 

 
Copy mailed to: 
 
MY AZ LAWYERS 
Anthony Ramirez 
1731 West Baseline Road, Suite 101 
Mesa, AZ 85202 
Attorney for Plaintiffs 
 
 
 
s/Kasey M. Rivera     

Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8   Filed 09/20/17   Page 3 of 3



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 1 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 2 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 3 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 4 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 5 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 6 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 7 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 8 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 9 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 10 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 11 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 12 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 13 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 14 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 15 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 16 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 17 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 18 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 19 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 20 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 21 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 22 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 23 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 24 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 25 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 26 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 27 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 28 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 29 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 30 of 31



Case 2:17-cv-03200-GMS   Document 8-1   Filed 09/20/17   Page 31 of 31



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF ARIZONA

Civil Cover Sheet
This automated JS-44 conforms generally to the manual JS-44 approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States in 
September 1974. The data is required for the use of the Clerk of Court for the purpose of initiating the civil docket sheet. 
The information contained herein neither replaces nor supplements the filing and service of pleadings or other papers as 
required by law. This form is authorized for use only in the District of Arizona.

The completed cover sheet must be printed directly to PDF and filed as an 
attachment to the Complaint or Notice of Removal.

Plaintiff
(s):

Maria Adame ; Clarisa Abarca ; , 
C.A., minor

Defendant
(s):

, City of Surprise; , Surprise Police 
Department; Joseph Gruver , 
Police Officer; Shaun McGonigle , 
Police Officer

County of Residence: Maricopa County of Residence: Maricopa
County Where Claim For Relief Arose: Maricopa

Plaintiff's Atty(s): Defendant's Atty(s):
Anthony Ramirez , Attorney (Maria Adame ; 
Clarisa Abarca ; , C.A., minor)
MY AZ LAWYERS
1731 West Baseline, suite 101
Mesa, Arizona  85202
480-263-1699

James M. Jellison , Attorney ( , City of 
Surprise; , Surprise Police Department; Joseph 
Gruver , Police Officer; Shaun McGonigle , 
Police Officer)
Jellison Law Offices
2020 N. Central, suite 670
Phoenix, Arizona  85004
602-772-5520

REMOVAL FROM MARICOPA COUNTY, CASE #CV 2017-095167

II. Basis of Jurisdiction: 3. Federal Question (U.S. not a party)

III. Citizenship of Principal
Parties (Diversity Cases Only)

Plaintiff:- N/A
Defendant:- N/A

IV. Origin : 2. Removed From State Court

V. Nature of Suit: 440 Other Civil Rights
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VI.Cause of Action: 42 U.S.C. section 1983

VII. Requested in Complaint
Class Action: No

Dollar Demand:
Jury Demand: Yes

VIII. This case is not related to another case.

Signature:  s/James M. Jellison

Date:  9/20/2017

If any of this information is incorrect, please go back to the Civil Cover Sheet Input form using the Back button in 
your browser and change it. Once correct, save this form as a PDF and include it as an attachment to your case 
opening documents. 

Revised: 01/2014
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